
Frannie Maguire Citation 

I am pleased to introduce Mrs. Frannie Maguire, a devoted supporter of the arts, educational advocate 
and co-founder and co-principal of the Maguire Foundation. A talented artist, humble humanitarian, 
beloved mother of nine children – four of whom are Saint Joseph’s graduates – and grandmother of 21, 
Mrs. Maguire uses her talents to empower individuals to become their best selves. Through her lifelong 
commitment to the greater good, Mrs. Maguire serves as an inspiration and advocate for the arts and 
education. 
 
The daughter of a surgeon and a nurse, Mrs. Maguire demonstrates an ethos of care and support of 
others that was instilled in her at a very young age. Referred to in her husband James J. Maguire’s 
autobiography Just Show Up Every Day as the person who made him believe in himself, Mrs. Maguire 
has been his centering influence since the day they became a couple. She’s been called “his port in the 
storm,” “the rock of the family” and “the one giving Mr. Maguire strength.” 
 
When she was expecting the couple’s first child, Jamie, in 1959, Mrs. Maguire was the staunch supporter 
of her husband’s decision to leave his lucrative, secure position at Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
to build his own insurance business. 
 
“You’ll make a go of it,” she said. “I’m sure of it.” 
 
And so he did, with Mrs. Maguire by his side. The Maguire Insurance Agency – a family business from 
day one – opened in 1960 in a windowless, one-room office above a bakery in the Germantown section 
of Philadelphia. A few months after their son Jamie was born, Mrs. Maguire was back in the office a few 
times a week, contributing in any way she could to help make the fledgling agency thrive.  
 
Through the years, the Maguire Agency evolved through numerous stages into what it is today, the 
highly successful Philadelphia Consolidated Holding Corporation. 
 
Together in 2000, the couple established the Maguire Foundation. With their shared vision and belief of 
the transformative power a faith- and justice-based education has on preparing students to make 
positive contributions to society, the foundation offers a continuum of scholarship support from grade 
school through college. Their Maguire Scholars program helps hundreds of students and their families 
annually by providing tuition, scholarship assistance and educational grants.  
 
Mrs. Maguire works directly with arts- and education-based non-profit organizations to help them 
advance their missions. She is an alumna of Gwynedd Mercy University, where she received her medical 
secretary degree and later studied nursing. 
 
“I have always been a believer in giving back to those who have helped me to get where I am today,” the 
1955 graduate said of the impetus for making the largest alumni gift in the University’s history. 
Gwynedd Mercy’s Frances M. Maguire School of Nursing is a testimony to the influence of her parents, 
her passion for the well-being of humanity and her deep commitment to education.  
 
A talented artist, Mrs. Maguire began her training studying painting and sculpture at the Cheltenham Art 
Center. She also studied at the prestigious Vermont Studio Center and the Pennsylvania Academy of the 
Fine Arts (PAFA), where she is a member of the PAFA Board of Trustees. The Maguires made a 



leadership gift for the naming of the foyer of the Samuel M.V. Hamilton Building, now known as “The 
Frances M. Maguire Gallery in Honor of the PAFA Faculty.” 
 
Saint Joseph’s University is the beneficiary of Mrs. Maguire’s talent. Here in the Chapel of St. Joseph – 
Michael J. Smith, S.J., Memorial resides a bust of Fr. Smith, which Mrs. Maguire sculpted and donated to 
the University. She has served on the boards of the Woodmere Art Museum and the Academy of 
Children’s Music, has volunteered for the Philadelphia Museum of Art’s Blind Artist Program and has 
been named judge emeritus of the Garden Club of America. 
 
Together with her husband, Mrs. Maguire is a loyal supporter of Saint Joseph’s University. She leads a 
life guided by her Catholic faith and embraces the Jesuit principles of social justice and service to others. 
She sets an example of selflessness and kindness to all those with whom she comes in contact. 
 
I hereby recommend Mrs. Frances (Frannie) M. Maguire for the Degree Doctor of Public Service, honoris 
causa. 


