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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Saint Joseph’s University National Alumni Board 
 
FROM:  Kailee H. Farrell/Secretary 
 
RE:  Minutes from the September 13, 2014 meeting 
 
DATE:  September 19, 2014 
 

The minutes from the National Alumni Board (“NAB”) Fall Meeting conducted on September 
13, 2014 are contained herein.   
 
9:00 AM-Welcome prayer and introduction of members-Dave Dorsey, President of NAB 
Dave led discussion regarding the most recent SJU events.   
 
9:30 AM-Committee Breakouts.  Subsequent to the meeting, the Alumni Relations 
representative in each Committee will submit a report providing Committee goals, progress 
toward those goals, and recommendations for future action.   
 
10:30 AM- Volunteer Welcome & Review of the Day.  For the first time, the NAB meeting 
partnered with Volunteer Leadership.  Dave Dorsey welcomed the volunteers and reviewed the 
agenda for the day.   
 
11:00 AM- Keynote Speaker: Thomas E. Scheye, Consultant, “SJU in the Landscape of Higher 
Education” 
 
Tom explained SJU’s goals of strategic planning, presidential leadership, and shared governance.  He 
also reviewed the changing landscape of higher education and particularly delineated four headwinds 
in higher education: (1) Climbing and shifting demographics; (2) Economical factors and how it 
affects the value proposition of education; (3) Impact of technology upon traditional higher education; 
and (4) Premise that colleges and universities are traditionally conservative institutions.   
 
Tom answered specific questions posed by members of the Executive Committee of the NAB.  Tom 
explained the concept of shared governance, characterized his assessment of the strengths and 
weaknesses of SJU, and described the value proposition of a liberal arts degree.   
 
12:00 PM- Lunch with NAB Members, Student Leaders, Volunteers, and University Advancement 
Staff 
 
1:30 PM- Group Discussion: NAB Goal Setting Exercise led by Dave Dorsey and Sean Sanford 
 
Sean Sanford, Executive Vice President of the NAB, spoke about the need to hold conversations 
regarding strategic planning of the NAB.  The goal is for the NAB to have continuity and progress 
from each term to the next.  Sean distributed the Alumni Relations’ FY2014 goals.  He asked NAB 
Members to break up into small groups and discuss ways in which the NAB can promote and 
advance the goals of Alumni Relations.  Each group reported back their ideas.  Sean will summarize 
and compile all of the ideas into a summary for distribution to the NAB.   
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2:30 PM- Volunteer Breakout Sessions.  NAB Members and Volunteer Leaders chose a session to 
attend.   

• Admissions-How Alumni Can Recruit Future Hawks 
o Learn about Hawk Ambassadors, volunteers who assist Admissions with college fair 

coverage, phone calls to prospective students, event support, and success stories 
 Rose McGovern, Assistant Director of Admissions, Hawk Ambassadors  

 
• Volunteers and Philanthropy-Giving Back  

o Discover why philanthropy (at any level) is critical to the University mission and how 
volunteers can spread the word on supporting the Saint Joseph’s Fund and increase 
participation among alumni.   
 Chelsea Sproul, Director, Saint Joseph’s Fund 

 
• SJU in a Box: Bringing the Alumni Experience Locally 

o For alumni who can’t make it back to campus regularly to volunteer.  Find out more 
about hosting an alumni event in your hometown with the SJU spirit included. 
 Patty Newby, Assistant Director, Alumni Networks 

 
3:30 PM- Volunteer Leadership Regroup & Closing Remarks 
 
NAB Members discussed the new format of the meeting.   
 
Anat Becker (Director of Gift Planning) introduced and explained The Ignatian Circle which 
recognizes individuals who has provided or plan to provide a gift to SJU through bequests, trusts, or 
other life income gifts.   
 
Lynn Lagnas (Associate Director, Class Programs) and Shannon Groves (Director, Alumni Relations) 
spoke about Hawktoberfest and Family Weekend scheduled for September 26-28, 2014.  They 
encouraged NAB Members to volunteer.  Such volunteer opportunities included speaking to parents 
of new students, moderating Hawk Talk, checking wristband at the Taste of Philly Tour, and 
directing and greeting people.   
 
The Spring 2015 NAB Meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2015.   
 
Meeting concluded at 3:58 PM.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kailee H. Farrell ‘07 
 
Secretary, Saint Josephs’ University Alumni Board  
 
 


